
 

 

 
 

T HANKS to a $10,000 grant 

from the Community Foun-

dation of Howard County, the Wild-

cat Walk of Excellence will be en-

hanced this year. From the east at 

Waterworks Park to the west near 

Markland and Park avenues, the 

Wildcat Walk of Excellence cuts 

through the heart of Kokomoôs his-

toric urban core; yet, there have not 

been signs informing residents and 

visitors about Howard Countyôs 

rich history along the Wildcat 

Creek.                                                                                   

     In August, 12 signs will be in-

stalled along the trail and each will 

include historic images and interest-

ing facts about Kokomoôs past. His-

toric areas such as the Seiberling 

Mansion, Foster Park, the railroad 

trestle and depot, the Riverside Ma-

chine Works, the Apperson Broth-

ers Automobile Co., Kokomo High 

School and Memorial Gymnasium, 

Chief Kokomoôs grave, Crown 

Point Cemetery, the Old Silk Stock-

ing Neighborhood and the Court-

house Square will become points of 

interest along the walk.        

     In addition, the trail runs right be-

hind Central Middle School, giving 

teachers easy access to local history 

facts from the very place where his-

tory occurred. The HCHS is pres-

ently developing curriculum for use 

with it by our local schools.   

   Take a stroll along the Wildcat 

Creek and enjoy.  
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Riverside Machine Works 

A farmhouse southeast of Kokomo was the 

birthplace of brothers Elmer and Edgar Apper-

son. They were the founders in 1888 of the 

Riverside Machine Works where Elwood 

Haynes employed them to build his horseless 

carriage.  On July 4, 1894, Haynes took that 

carriage on a successful trial run on            

Pumpkinvine Pike. 

Apperson Brothers Automobile Co. 

Elmer and Edgar Apperson formed the Apper-

son Brothers Automobile Company in 1901, and 

the first Apperson automobile was built in the 

spring of the following year.  The price was a 

mere $3,500.  Five years later they chose the 

name òJack Rabbitó for their product to ac-

knowledge Elmerõs love for speed and open 

spaces. 

QUILT SHOW  
 

Donôt miss  

the Howard County        

Heritage Quilt         

Exhibit 
 

On August 2 from          

1 to 4 p.m., bring your 

friends and family to 

the Seiberling         

Mansion and receive 

free admission to the 

museum.  In addition, 

the Kokomo Piece-

makers quilt guild will 

be demonstrating the 

art of quilting. 
 

The quilt exhibit is 

open until August 

30th.  
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