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Good Samaritan Hospital was in 1925; however, circum-
ready for occupancy, and pa- stances surrounding the Klan
tients were transferred from  changed greatly, and they
the temporary dwelling. A were not able to continue the
lay advisory board was estab- financial support of the hospi-
lished, as the sisters under-  tal. In 1930, the doors were
stood so well the importance closed, and the building was
and gift of wise advice pro- auctioned for unpaid property
vided by these generous pro- taxes. The sisters, working
fessionals. In 1917 the Indi- quietly through members of
ana State Board of Examiners their advisory board, were
accredited the Good Samari- able to buy the facility, which
tan Hospital School of Nurs-  in 1936 became known as St.
ing, which prepared many Joseph Memorial Hospital.
young women from Kokomo (What irony!) The funds used
and surrounding areas to to purchase the hospital came
serve the needs of the patients from a bequest to the Sisters
both in the hospital and in the by Mr. Henry Fisse, a patient

community. who had been denied admit-
The presence and influence oft ance to t h € f
County Hospita

the Ku Klux Klan had grown
significantly in the city of
Kokomo and surrounding ar-
eas, and in 1923, a national
Aconcl aveodo of
held in Kokomo. White
robed Klansmen paraded
through the streets carrying a
large American flag by its
four corners and asking for
contributions so that another
hospital might be built in
Kokomo. It is said that the
Klan collected some $50,000
so that | ocal
not have to suffer the indig-
nity of being born, cared for,
or dying in a Catholic Hospi-
tal . o

the Klan hospital) and who
was subsequently cared for by
the sisters at Good Samaritan
Hospital.

St. Joseph Memorial Hospital
has served thousands of pa-
tients through the years, and
continues to offer new pro-

The hospital was completed

Klu Klux Klan march in Kokomo (Photo from the museum collect

grams, equipment and ser-
vices. Several major building
projects and an excellent,
dedicated staff have contrib-
uted to its growth and well
deserved reputation for excel-
lent patient care in a loving
environment.

In 1994, recognizing the need
to be part of a strong Catholic
network of hospitals, the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph transferred
sponsorship of St. Joseph
Hospital and Health Center in
Kokomo, and Mercy Hospital
in Elwood, Indiana, to the
Daughters of Charity, East
Central Province. St. Joseph
Hospital was the first nen
daughter hospital to be so af-
filiated with the Daughters.
Shortly thereafter, the Daugh-
ters formed the Daughters of
Charity National Health
System.

In 1998, St. Joseph Hospital
partnered with St. Vincent
Hospital of Indianapolis to
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create the Central Indiana celebrate their longtanding relationship with the Daughters of
Health System (CIHS.) In Charity and rejoice that, together, they continue to provide ex-
late 2002, CIHS changed its cellent care in a loving environment to so many, especially
name to St. Vincent Health, those most vulnerable in our society.

which today includes 18 sites

located throughout central

Indiana.

In November 1999, The
Daughters of Charity Na-
tional Health System and the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Naz-
areth, Michigan, brought their
healthcare facilities together
to form Ascension Health,
and in December 2002, the
Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet brought their
sponsored facilities into the
Ascension Health Family.

The Sisters of St. Joseph

Special thanks to Sister Martin ("Marty") McEntee for sharing this story and photographs from Good Samaritan H
tal. Sister Marty is a native of Kokomo and served as presidef of St. Joseph Hospital from 1968996. She has
a BA in Business Administration from College of Mount St. Joseph in Cincinnati, MHA in Health Administration f
St. Louis University and as Honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters from Indiana University. She has served as q
person of the boards of the KokotHoward County Chamber of Commerce, of the Advisory Board of IUK, of the In
ana Hospital Association, and the Catholic Hospital Association of the United States. She is presently serving a
chair of the historical societyds -farpmfit@danizatoam mée \did
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