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The roof of the mansion was already 25 years old  

100 years ago  
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From the executive director 

Fostering a flourishing community 

I  
ôve heard it said that the most dangerous 
words in the English language are ñweôve 
always done it that way.ò Maybe not as 

dangerous as ñitôs not loadedò or ñI double-dog 
dare you,ò but the point is well-taken. Do 
whatôs right and what works ï even if it isnôt 
what has always been done. 

History is full of failures brought about by un-
willingness to change. Some of the early settle-
ments in the Americas fell apart because the 
colonists wanted to live the way they had lived 
in Europe and couldnôt accept the fact that their 
old lifestyle was a death sentence in the New 
World. The business world of today is full of 
similar stories. 

Howard County has faced many difficult cir-
cumstances in its short existence. The national 
Panic of 1893 nearly killed our major manufac-
turer at the time. When the natural gas boom 
ended, the local economy took a huge hit, and 
many factories that depended on gas for ener-

gy were shuttered. The Great Depression was 
no less tragic here than anywhere else. And 
weôve repeatedly experienced the vicissitudes 
of both the auto industry and agriculture. 
We didnôt survive by doing the same old 

thing. Our story is one of persistence and inno-
vation and of the people who chose to not give 
in.  

The job of the historical society is to preserve 
the stories of those people and help us all 
learn from their choices both good and bad. 
The biggest lesson is the importance of peo-
ple, and the best things we can do to ensure 
our future all have to do with fostering a com-
munity that people will flourish in. Letôs build a 
community that brings people together, and 
letôs start by looking to the past to learn what 
works and what doesnôt. 

 
Dave Broman  

HCHS Executive Director  
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A 
s Indiana celebrates its 
bicentennial this year, 
a number of events 

and projects are planned in 
Howard County to mark the oc-
casion. 
  

Hoosier Made: World Driven  

The Kokomo Automotive Herit-
age Museum is hosting ñHoosier 
Made: World Driven,ò a three-
museum celebration of Indianaôs 
automotive heritage. The event, a 
Legacy Project endorsed by the 
Indiana Bicentennial Commis-
sion, runs until Oct. 3. 
ñHoosier Made: World Drivenò 
examines the heyday of Indianaôs 
automobile industry when some 
of the worldôs finest motorcars 
were built in the Hoosier state. 
The exhibit will be presented at 
Indianaôs three leading transpor-
tation museums: The Kokomo 
Automotive Heritage Museum, 
the Studebaker National Museum 
in South Bend and the Auburn 
Cord Duesenberg Automobile 
Museum in Auburn. A passport 
(available at all three museums) 
can be stamped at two museums 
with admission to the third muse-
um for free.  

The Kokomo display will feature 
five different Haynes and Apper-
son touring vehicles. The muse-
um is home to more than 100 
antique automobiles and offers 
visitors a glimpse of the nationôs 
automotive history, with an em-
phasis on local automotive histo-
ry. 

 

Kokomo Salutes  
Indianaôs Automotive  
Heritage 1894 -1964 

A week-long celebration of Indi-
anaôs automotive heritage in Ko-
komo Sept. 5-11. Events include 

Indiana Driving Tours ï Tours 
will explore the stateôs great his-
toric and automotive sites and 
wonderful Hoosier cuisine. Driv-
ing tours will depart from the Ko-
komo Automotive Museum on 
Sept. 5. One tour will head to 
Northern Indiana and the other to 
Southern Indiana.   

Historic Kokomo Tours ï 
Learn more about the history of 
Howard County with tours at the 
Seiberling Mansion, Elwood 
Haynes Museum, Kokomo Auto-
motive Museum and Downtown 
Kokomo. 

Haynes -Apperson Automo-
bile Reunion ï Historians believe 
that as few as 150 of Kokomo-
built Haynes and Apperson cars 
still exist. For one weekend, the 
goal is to get one-third of the sur-
viving automobiles back to Koko-
mo, making this reunion the big-
gest assemblage of Haynes and 
Apperson cars since production 
ended nearly a century ago.    

Classic Car Club of America 
Grand Classic ï Dozens of ex-
amples of automotive royalty will 
be on display in Highland Park on 
Saturday, Sept. 10. The public is 
invited to enjoy these rare and 
beautiful cars. 

Special places  
in local history 
made available  

on interactive map 
 

O n Dec. 11, Indiana 
will celebrate 200 

years of statehood.  
As part of that celebra-

tion, the Kokomo-
Howard County Public 
Library and the Howard 
County Historical Socie-
ty are partnering to cre-
ate an interactive map 
for you to share your 
photos and memories of 
special places across 
the community.  

Through April 30, stop 
by the Genealogy & Lo-
cal History Department 
at the libraryôs main fa-
cility downtown and 
staff members will scan 
your items of interest 
and collect the pertinent 
information.  

The library will put the 
memories together on 
an interactive map not-
ing these special loca-
tions. The map will be 
on display August 
through November. 

Events planned to mark bicentennial  

Continued on Page  15 
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Happy 100th Birthday to us  

1914 ï The Kokomo Daily 
Tribune reported on a meeting 
intended to bring about the 
ñorganization of a society dedi-
cated to the business of col-
lecting and preserving all ma-
terials shedding light on the 
natural, civil, and political his-
tory of Howard County.ò 
 

1916 - Across the state, com-
munities were celebrating the 
Indiana Centennial, much as 
weôre preparing to do for this 
yearôs bicentennial. In Howard 
County, the Kokomo Chamber 
of Commerce presented a 
community exposition and the 
highlight of the show was a 
display of historical artifacts 
organized by Kokomo educa-
tor C.V. Haworth. Those arti-
facts became the backbone of 
exhibits in the basement of the 
Carnegie library in Kokomo. 
The museum rapidly outgrew 
the library, and artifacts were 
stored in various places 
around the county including 
the office of the Kokomo park 
superintendent. 

1937 - The county commis-
sioners made space for the 
museum collection in the 
basement of the new court-
house.  
 

1939 ï The museum opened 
as a WPA project, and an 
open house was sponsored by 
the Womenôs Relief Corps, 
VFW Auxiliary, Spanish War 
Veterans, American Legion 
Auxiliary and the Daughters of 
the American Revolution.  
 

1941 - The museum 
closed following the 
attack on Pearl Har-
bor and remained 
closed for the rest of 
World War II. 
 

1956 ï County com-
missioners, dealing 
with overcrowding in 
the courthouse, 
begin considering 
ways to move the 
museum out of its 
basement.  
 

1958 ï The Vermont 
covered bridge, 

about to be razed to make 
way for the Kokomo Reservoir, 
was saved from the wrecking 
ball and moved to Highland 
Park under the leadership of 
the historical society.  
 

1964 ï Indiana University, 
which had been using the 
Seiberling Mansion for class-
rooms, moved to a new cam-
pus, and the historical society 
soon began to advocate mov-
ing the county museum to the 
mansion.  

I  
tôs been one hundred years since a 
group of local women began work to pre-
serve our county history.  

Following the celebration of Indianaôs centen-
nial in 1916, the Womanôs Department Club in 
Kokomo put into motion a plan to recognize 
and preserve our local heritage. 

County leaders agreed, and from that first 
small collection of artifacts in the basement of 

the old Carnegie Library, the Howard County 
Historical Society has grown to a 4-building 
campus with a sophisticated collection system 
and local history library.  

As the state of Indiana celebrates its bicen-
tennial, Howard County Historical Society is 
celebrating its centennial. What follows is a 
look back at some of our major milestones. 

In 1965, C.V. Haworth looks over museum arti-
facts, then located in the basement of the Car-
negie Library. 
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Oct. 2-3, 1965 ï The historical society held an 
open house in the Seiberling Mansion to pro-
mote its preservation and excite community in-
terest in the project. 
 

1969 ï The Howard County Council agreed to 
support acquisition of the Seiberling Mansion 
from Indiana University as a new home for the 
county museum.  
 

July 1973 ï The museum opened in the Seiber-
ling Mansion after a year of work and fund-
raising by the Howard County Historical Society.  
 

In 1973 the booklet ñMonroe Seiberlingôs Man-
sionò was written by Mary Ellen Harnish and 
Manfred Wright and published by HCHS. An 
updated version still available for purchase.  
 

1987 ï The society hosted a Victorian Celebra-
tion in the Seiberling Mansion to help promote 
and raise funds for the communityôs Hoosier 
Celebration ô88 project, a renovation of the man-
sion. Governor Robert Orr was a featured 
speaker, along with Kokomo Mayor Steve Daily. 
 

1994 ï HCHS played a key role in the Howard 
County Sesquicentennial as well as the 100

th
 

birthday of Elwood Haynesô ñPioneerò car. The 
Seiberling Carriage House was renovated for 
display of Haynes first auto, which was loaned 
to HCHS by the Smithsonian and shipped from 
Washington D.C. for a one-month exhibit. Other 
Haynes vehicles were brought in from around 
the country for the celebration, and the carriage 
house exhibit included three of Haynesô first six 
cars.   
 

2001 ï Elliott Carriage House was renovated as 
the Stan Mohr Building to house the historical 
archives and staff offices. 
    

2002 ï A sophisticated climate control system 
was installed in the mansion to help preserve 
the structure and its historical contents. 
 

2003 ï The mansion was renovated as the De-
signers Show Home, removing some of the 
structural changes 

By Dave Broman  

HCHS Executive Director  
 

A  centennial is often the occasion to 
look back at past accomplishments. 

Weôve done some things that genuinely de-
serve pride ï and maybe even a little brag-
ging (within reason, of course). But this 
should also be a time to look forward and 
ask what weôll do with the next hundred 
years. 
The societyôs board of trustees came to 

the conclusion last year that we need a big, 
far-reaching project to kick off our second 
century ð and that the project should help 
ensure our ability to meet our mission.  
Weôve known for many years that the slate 

roof of the Seiberling Mansion would even-
tually have to be replaced. Itôs the original 
roof, and 125 years is about all you can rea-
sonably expect of a slate roof in this cli-
mate. The years when the structure stood 
empty and unheated accelerated the deteri-
oration of the roof. In the years since the 
historical society moved into the mansion, 
leaks have been an annual battle and a 
considerable expense. We now have regu-
lar leaks, with plaster and paint damage, 
and the probability of damage to the wood 
and masonry is growing. 

The mansion is an invaluable historical 
artifact in and of itself, and contains a whole 
collection of precious objects from our past. 
We canôt afford to lose either. So, the time 
has come, and the roof is the project.  Youôll 
hear more about it as the year progresses. 

For the  

Futureé 

Continued on Page  14 
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By Dave Broman  
HCHS Executive Director  
 

H  ow many different kinds of museums 
have you visited? 

America has a UFO museum, an apothecary 
museum and a Museum of Bad Art. There is a 
Cockroach Hall of Fame museum, a National 
Mustard Museum, a Barbed Wire Museum, a 
Museum of Funerary History, even a Museum 
of Sex. (All real places. You canôt make up 
things like that.) There are more traditional 
sorts, of course, like Indiana State Museum, 
The Science Center, the Circus Hall of Fame, 
The Field Museum and The Smithsonian. 

We value our museums. They contribute a 
great deal to our understanding of the world, 
not to mention providing hours of pleasure. Our 
Howard County Museum is one of many, and 
our effort to find unique ways to share our his-
tory is common to all museums. What can we 
do to make sure our visitors enjoy the experi-
ence, to make sure they leave the museum 
knowing something they didnôt know before 
they walked through the front door? How do we 
enrich their lives? What is the unique story we 
have to share, and why is it relevant? 

The historical society has struggled to find 
answers to those questions for as long as I can 
remember, and probably well before. Every 
time we sit down to make long-term plans, we 
talk about what the museum is, what it should 
be and what it can be. We talk about the diver-
gence between our responsibility for the 
Seiberling Mansion and our mission to ñcollect, 
preserve and shareò our history. And every 
time we get a little closer to the answer. 

More than 15 years ago, when I chaired the 
Exhibits Committee and Stew Lauterbach was 

just getting his feet under him as curator, we 
were chewing around the edges of these is-
sues and weôve been gnawing away ever 
since. From the boardôs first baby steps in cre-
ating a mission statement to the development 
of a collecting plan, we tightened our focus. We 
fought to gain control over the myriad artifacts 
that had been donated and accepted willy-nilly 
over the years. And as we did, we talked about 
the stories we have to tell, how to tell them, 
how to best use the space we have and how to 
marry the mansion itself to Howard Countyôs 
history. 

In 2015, we stopped gnawing and took a big 
bite. The Exhibits Committee spent the year 
developing our very first interpretation plan and 
set the table for our work in the foreseeable 
future. Its work will guide our  tours, publica-
tions, website and social media presentations, 
programs and exhibits. In the words of Exhibits 
Chairperson Judy Brown, ñAll of the hosts at 
the museum do a great job telling the story of 
Howard County. The intent of the exhibit com-
mittee was to tell each visitor the early history 
in a uniform, concise way that relates to our 
lives today.ò To quote the plan itself, it 
ñarticulates the Societyôs vision of the founding 
of the county, the Indiana Gas Boom, and the 
countyôs history of innovation as key parts of 
one dynamic and interconnected story.ò 
With the plan established, weôve begun work 

on our tour presentations and exhibits. Curator 
Stew Lauterbach commented, ñI know that the 
exhibits committee worked very hard to create 
the interpretive plan and I think it will be useful 
for years to come. Instead of a potpourri of ex-
hibits on random topics, our visitors will experi-
ence a well-thought-out presentation of the 

Interpretive plan weaves  
countyõs stories together 
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most significant points of Howard County history.ò  
Stew works directly with exhibits, leading the team 
that researches, designs and builds each one. ñI am 
very excited about the interpretive plan,ò he said. ñIt 
represents a step forward in terms of the professional-
ism of our organization. As a matter of fact, I just gave 
copies of the plan to the interns and volunteers who 
help me with exhibits to use while developing an ex-
hibit remake in the Pioneer room.ò 

The new guidelines establish three central themes, 
all of which relate directly to the major turning point in 
Howard County history: 

 

Founding:  Howard Countyôs early years gave little 
indication of the impending economic boom 
brought about by the discovery of natural gas, yet 
they built the regionôs ability to take advantage of 
the boom.  
 

Gas Boom:  The discovery of natural gas caused 
an unprecedented economic boom. The gas fields 
were quickly depleted through waste and ineffi-
ciency, a stark lesson in conservation, but their 
legacy is the basis for the countyôs economy in this 
century. 
 

Innovation:  The natural gas discoveries attracted 
innovative and entrepreneurial people to the coun-
ty, providing money, infrastructure and a workforce 
for them to develop their ideas. The present-day 
industrial economy and the countyôs identity as a 
center of innovation is our heritage.  

 
As the historical society and county museum move 

into their second century, these themes will be woven 
into their fabric.  
ñOur hosts and tour guides are already putting it to 
the test,ò said Lauterbach. ñOrienting the exhibits to 
the plan will take some time, but the result will be 
worth the wait.ò 
The Howard County Museum wonôt ever have the 

quirky appeal of the Pez dispenser museum, the Bur-
lesque Hall of Fame or Marvinôs Marvelous Mechani-
cal Museum, but we do have a unique history, some 
remarkable stories, and a beautiful building to tell 
them in. And now we have a plan to help us better tell 
those stories. 

Video introduces 
guests to museum 

 

One of the first visible results of 
the new interpretation plan is an 
introductory video for our visitors.  

It is available on-demand in the 
first floor ñmusic room,ò where a 
dedicated video player and large 
screen monitor have replaced the 
old square grand piano that was 
displayed for many years.  

The video was narrated by for-
mer WWKI news anchor Chris 
Kiefer and features Lucy Mavrick 
and Josh Pate, students at Koko-
mo High School and participants 
in the CEO program for budding 
entrepreneurs. It was, according 
to Judy Brown, ña true collabora-
tion, with text written and amend-
ed by several people, photos add-
ed by interns, volunteers and staff 
and final production by board 
member Todd Scoggins.ò  

Judy even did some of the re-
search, and ñlearned in a tiny, 
basic way how to search our col-
lection for archival items that 
might be used for this or other 
exhibits.ò 

Visitors to the museum now 
have the option to take a guided 
tour or wander the halls on their 
own using the video and the mo-
bile device tour to augment the 
exhibits.  

The new video is a perfect start-
ing point for either. Itôs available 
to everyone during regular muse-
um hours, Tuesday through Sun-
day from 1 to 4 p.m. each after-
noon. 
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M  
ore than 100 years ago, Cora Mil-

ler was living in the Seiberling 

Mansion with her husband, Frank-

lin, who sold so-called ñtonicsò to ladies through 

a mail order business. 

Recently, through its active-collecting initia-

tive, the Howard County Museum has obtained 

objects related to Millerôs business. 
 

In a November 2013 article for Footprints, Judy 

Lausch wrote: 

 

ñShe Will Spend $50,000. In Giving Med-

ical Treatment Absolutely Free to Suffer-

ing Womenò, ñA Million Women Bless 

Her Nameò, Send No Money, Just Your 

Name and Address, If You Are A Suffer-

er From Any Womanôs Disease or Pilesò, 

ñWhy Men Desert Their Wivesò, ñThere Is 

Some One Near You Cured By Mrs. Mil-

lerò, ñHow to Cure Any Case of Pilesò, 

ñPut Your Faith In Mrs. Cora B. Millerò. ñI 

Give Away Medicine to Womenò, ñA 

Wonderful Medical Discovery that Cures 

Women of Female Diseases and Piles 

as if by Magic, Sent FREE.ò  ñThousands 

Snatched Back from Certain Insanity by 

Mrs. Millerôs Home Treatmentò , ñI Cure 

Women of Female Diseases and Pilesò.      
 

These are among several headlines 

used across the nation as advertisement 

to sell a home remedy produced in Ko-

komo in 1909. Could this be the same 

New in the collections: 
Mrs. Mõs miracle cures 

A bottle from Cora B. Millerõs home remedy business was recently added to the collections at the HCHS. 


