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From the executive director 

Truth and consequences 

A s I was reading up on the 1881 shooting of the 
mayor of Kokomo recently, I found myself won-

dering about the news reports of the event.  
There were confusing discrepancies between 
Mayor Coleôs position and reputation in the commu-
nity and the accusations against him, but the news-
papers of the time made it seem as though he was a 
criminal mastermind who was caught in an act of 
burglary.  

That may very well be true, but I question infor-
mation that is largely based on those news reports 
and driven by the testimony of the people who shot 
Cole.  
If ñhistory is written by the winners,ò Mayor Cole 

was a loser, fatally so, and the story was written by 
the men who shot him.   

History and journalism are kissing cousins, and 
both are built on decisions made by humans ð with 
human failings.  

Both involve telling stories, one from recent events 
and the other from years past. When journalists 
report on current events, theyôre hampered by the 
myopia of time and the veracity of their sources.  

Historians have the luxury of time, which helps 
flush out the trivial, but they have the same problem 
with sources. Theyôre often limited to questionable 
news reports and second- or third-hand accounts. 

At the HCHS, we curate our history in much the 
same way that reporters curate current events, mak-
ing decisions about what is significant and what is 
trivial and then sharing what we deem to be most 
important. But how do we tell an accurate story if the 
facts are questionable? And for you as a consumer 
of news and history, how do you deal with someone 
elseôs choices about what is important and how itôs 
presented? 

One of the ways the HCHS deals with this is to 
preserve multiple first-hand accounts of recent 
events, providing future generations with greater 
context and the opportunity for a more nuanced 
understanding.  

The recent oral history projects undertaken by the 
HCHS are an example of this approach. From the 
Palm Sunday tornados, to Continental Steel, to the 
controversy surrounding Ryan White, weôve given 
our descendants a better understanding of our lives 
and times. Perhaps weôve given ourselves a better 
understanding, too, and a chance to come to terms 
with our legacy. 

Dave Broman  
HCHS  Executive Director  
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By Jane Williams  
Community Foundation of Howard County  
 

A  few years ago, Bette Bannon, a faithful sup-
porter of the historical society, included a 

bequest for an endowed fund within the Commu-
nity Foundation of Howard County that provides 
permanent support for the maintenance and im-
provement of the landscape beauty around the 
Seiberling Mansion.   

Many generations of Howard County residents 
will enjoy that beauty because Bette cared and 
wanted to continue her support HCHS work. 

Bette is just one of the donors who have creat-
ed or contributed to endowment funds that benefit 
the society.  

The HCHS has many faithful supporters and  
appreciates everyoneôs annual giving ï both to 
the endowments funds and to the annual cam-
paign.   

For supporters who would like to see their sup-
port continue beyond their lifetime and create a 
legacy, planned giving makes it possible.   

Here are some of the most common planned 
gifts you can make:  
 
BEQUESTðYour will may include a gift of a spe-

cific asset, a dollar amount or a percentage 
of your estate to a new or existing fund in the 
Community Foundation of Howard County, 
Inc. that supports the Howard County Histori-
cal Society. Your gift will provide permanent 
support for the historical society. While many 
may think philanthropy is reserved for a se-
lect few, the truth is that every bequest that 
benefits this organization helps it continue its 
work. 

 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNU ITIESðA charitable 
gift annuity that benefits you and the histori-
cal society can be managed through the 
Community Foundation of Howard County. 
When you transfer cash, stock or other as-
sets to the foundationôs gift annuity program, 

fixed payments will be made to you (and/or a 
loved one) for your life. A portion of the pay-
ments could be tax free and you will receive 
a charitable deduction for making the gift. 
The amount remaining after the life term will 
benefit the historical society and the Commu-
nity Foundation.   

 

LIFE INSURANCE POLIC YðThe gift of life in-
surance can be made by simply naming one 
of the HCHSôs endowment funds within the 
Community Foundation of Howard County, 
Inc. as a beneficiary of your policy. Benefi-
ciary designations can range from 1 percent 
to 100 percent. Your life insurance proceeds 
will help further our good work and your es-
tate will benefit from an estate tax charitable 
deduction based on the value of the pro-
ceeds paid. 

 

IRA 401(k) or other qualified retirement plan  
      The easiest way to donate retirement plan 
assets is to meet with your planôs advisor and 
simply designate an endowment fund within 
the Community Foundation of Howard Coun-
ty that benefits the HCHS as a beneficiary. 
You can give a specific amount or percent-
age that will benefit the HCHS and the rest to 
other beneficiaries. Because qualified retire-
ment plans are subject to federal, state and 
local income taxes, making charitable gifts 
from retirement plans reduces taxes and 
leaves more for family members and charita-
ble giving. 

 

If you would like to explore these options, the 
Community Foundation also offers a free on-line 
planned giving resource at www.cfhoward.org 
that will help you to create an estate and charita-
ble giving plan that is right for you.   

Planned giving can benefit you in many ways. 
Contact the Community Foundation for assis-
tance in discovering the right plan for you. 

For more information, call the Community Foun-
dation of Howard County at 454-7298. 

Discover planned giving and create a legacy 
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Items for multi-talented Margaret Hillis 
added to HCHS collection 

By Lindsay Eckert  
HCHS Publications Committee Member  
 

òA  lot of people consider me a pushover.       
But when things count, my back is          

made of that same stainless steel my grandfa-
ther invented.ò 

Margaret Hillis, granddaughter of famed Ko-
komo inventor Elwood Haynes, uttered these 
words to People Magazine, with likely the 
same intensity which she applied to flying a 
U.S. Navy plane, conducting a major chorus, 

founding the American Choral Foundation and 
the Chicago Symphony Chorus and arranging 
Grammy-winning performances. 

In February, the HCHS received material re-
lating to Margaret Hillis from the personal col-
lection of Helen Lilley of Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
who passed away last year at the age of 90. As 
a reporter for the Kenosha News in the 1960s, 
Lilley knew Margaret Hillis and reported on her 
and the Kenosha Symphony, which Margaret 
conducted for several years. 

Photos of Hillis during a rehearsal in Kenosha, Wis.,during the 1960s were among items donated to the  
historical society in February. 
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Her roots were planted in Kokomo in 1921. 
Hillis, who led the musical world of symphonies 
with charisma and character, was born to Glen 
and Bernice Haynes Hillis. Hillisô hometown of 
Kokomo birthed a spirit of pride in her commu-
nity that carried through her moving perfor-
mances as a conductor of the Chicago Sym-
phony Chorus and, even, a global moment of 
resonating success. In 1977 Hillis filled in for 
Sir Georg Solti, conducting the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra in the Mahler Eighth Sympho-
ny in New Yorkôs Carnegie Hall. One of the first 
women to conduct a major symphony orches-
tra, she received a 10-minute standing ovation 
for that performance and her talent soon met 
the pages of newspapers and magazines, 
which dedicated headlines and text to her in-
credible stature on the music stage. 

Ladies Home Journal named Margaret Hillis 
ñWoman of the Yearò in 1978; that same year 
Hillis earned her first of seven Grammy awards 
ï her first honor being for her RCA release of 
Verdiôs ñRequiemò. Although music drove Hillis 
to world renown, her inquisitive interest in the 
world unexpected for her built her character. 
Elwood ñBudò Hillis told the Kokomo Tribune 

his sister was capable of anything. 
ñShe was unflappable. Whatever she made 

up her mind to do, she could do it and do it 
well,ò Bud Hillis said of the sister who taught 
him how to fly. 

Because, yes indeed, Hillis could fly a U.S. 
Navy plane and, teach others how, as well. In 
fact, Hillis was the only female naval aviation 
pilot instructor out of 27 at Ball State University. 
In an ironic twist, Hillis left a distinguished grad-
uate school education ï after earning her bach-
elors at Indiana University ï at Julliard Music 
School to take that job. 

Although hobbies took Hillis to sky-high op-
portunities, music was the sound that sang the 
most successes for Hillis, whose legacy lives 
on in the many halls where she conducted and 
in the award for Choral Excellence as estab-
lished by Chorus America in her honor. 

 No matter what stage Hillis graced, no matter 

the number of unknown faces in her audience, 
Hillis was always happy to come home to Ko-
komo. And she did just that in 1994, just four 
years before she died, when she was the grand 
marshal of the celebration parade and reenact-
ment that honored her grandfatherôs historic 
drive on Pumpkinvine Pike 100 years earlier. 

In those moments, Hillis sat full of the pride 
she had in her community and with a backbone 
ñmade of that stainless steelò her grandfather 
invented. It would be the last time sheôd be 
healthy enough to visit her hometown. 

In addition to being a Grammy-winning conductor, 
Margaret Hillis was also an accomplished pilot, 
serving an aviation instructor at Ball State Universi-
ty for a time. 


