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2 O 1 5 will be written in the books as the end of the Howard County
Historical Society’s first century - and a new beginning. Our
greatest accomplishment for the past year may be among the least visible and the

least exciting, but its impact will be seen and experienced for years to come. Ulti-
mately, we hope it will also be exciting.

After a year of study and hours spent haggling over ideas and possibilities, the so-
ciety’s leadership adopted a new interpretation plan. With this plan in hand, we
now have a blueprint for exhibit development, visitor tours, and publications. It
prioritizes the stories we tell and drawsthem | 4 .= - = | 7%
all together under one consistent theme, that : 4]
of the great Indiana Gas Boom that led to the
construction of Seiberling Mansion and laid

the foundation of the county we live in today.

Three significant collaborations bore fruit for
us in 2015. The Smithsonian’s Places of Inven-
tion project is part of a new exhibit at the Mu-
seum of American History. Conner Prairie, a
Smithsonian affiliate, asked us to work with
them on a set of short videos for that exhibit,
highlighting the role played by the gas boom in §
a local culture of innovation. We provided as-

sistance in the form of images, concepts and
research. The society was involved in the initial
planning of the State of Indiana’s 2015 Pre-
serving Historic Places conference, helping
convene the group of people who brought the [

conference to Kokomo and partnering with Assistant Curator
Randy Smith at the

noted gas boom expert Dr. James Glass to cre- 4-H Fair exhibit

ate and present a conference bus tour of sig-
nificant gas boom sites in Kokomo. We also



4 4l assisted the City of Kokomo with its Kokomo Her-
g itage videos, which were released early in the
year. The society provided images, research ser-
vices and recorded interviews with our staff.

The curatorial staff, under the leadership of Stew
Lauterbach, has been steadily chipping away at
exhibits, incorporating the story of the gas boom
and upgrading aging displays. We partnered with
the Greentown Historical Society and Russiaville
S Historical Society to produce an exhibit on early
county schools for the Howard County 4-H fair,
' developed a new gas boom video for museum
visitors, took in 1,800 new items for the collec-

Dr. Marilyn Skinner, Past

R I R N Ty tions, and continued the archiving and digital

the Ladies’ Tea imaging work unabated.

Our first big event of the year 2015 was a partnership with the Kokomo-Howard

County Public Library to present a Downton Abbey-style tea accompanied by an

auction of fashionable lady’s hats from Pat DiSalvo’s extensive personal collec-
tion. We added a Staycation Sunday in August, partnering with the Automotive
Heritage Museum and the Haynes Museum to provide a day of free admission
to all three museums.

Also in August, six new members were added to
the Hall of Legends and long-time board member
and volunteer Dr. Allen Safianow was honored with
the society’s Mary Ellen Harnish Distinguished Ser-
vice Award. Our annual meeting in October fea-
tured a retrospective of the society’s first century

and December’s Christmas at the Seiberling
Dr. Allen Safianow

brought thousands of visitors to the mansion,

and Mary Ellen Harnish

many for the first time.

We seek to remember as we seek to be remembered. History
isn't all just dates and names nor is it all wars and migrations.
Preserving and sharing our history is how we respect our fore-
bears and keep their memory alive. It's also how we tell the
stories of our own lives to future generations.



2015 by the numbers ....

100 years since HCHS was founded

125 years since the Seiberling Mansion roof
was raised

18,998 historic images viewable online at hchis-
tory.org

32,650 items in the collections

43 states and 14 countries - represented in the
guest registers

300 members

38 volunteers (not including Christmas)

2,842 volunteer hours worked (not including
Christmas)

4,000 visitors during Christmas At The Seiber-
ling

1,850 Facebook followers
6 new members inducted in the Hall of Legends '
(total of 37)

27 tour groups totaling 429 visitors

314+ students, including Girl Scouts, Cub
Scouts, Acacia Academy, CEO participants from
the Kokomo Area Career Center, Kokomo Inter-
national School students, Western School District’s Little Hoosiers,
classes from Lafayette Park, and Howard County Home Schoolers.
10 history articles published in 4 quarterly issues of Footprints

12 email updates published (sign up at howardcountymuseum.org)

With gratitude, we recognize the businesses who
sponsored HCHS events in 2015 ...

Community First Bank Kokomo-Howard County
Duke Energy Public Library
First Farmers Bank and Trust Kokomo Opalescent Glass
Greater Kokomo Convention Kokomo Perspective

and Visitors Bureau Kokomo Tribune
Haynes International Solidarity Community Federal
Humphrey Printing Credit Union
Indiana University Kokomo St. Vincent of Kokomo

Ivy Tech Community College The Wyman Group



2015 Board of Trustees

Cathy Stover, President
Judy Brown, President-Elect
Lynn Smith, Treasurer
Linda Ferries, Secretary
Ted Goff, Past President

Linda Clark Amy Russell

Heather Fouts Todd Scoggins

Mary Ellen Harnish Marilyn Skinner

Larry Hayes Lynn Smith

Peggy Hobson Allison Stipes

Wayne Luttrell Lori Tate
Sherry Rahl Shelly Wyman
Jule Rider Board President Cathy Stover at

the 2015 Hall of Legends banquet

Staff

Dave Broman, Executive Director Gale Leiter, Imaging Technician
Stew Lauterbach, Curator Kelly Mavrick, Membership & Volunteer
Sharon Carter, Office Manager Coordinator
Bill Baldwin, Maintenance Cindy Morr, Curatorial Assistant
Greg Shelton, Maintenance Assistant Randy Smith, Curatorial Assistant

The mission of the Historical Society is

to collect, preserve, and share Howard County history.




Grants

$17,352
I N CO M E Earned
Income
(admission,
events,
rentals)
$73,558
County
Support
$160,726

Contributed
Income
(donations,
EXPENSES member-

Maintenance/ ships
Utilities $40,814
$61,850

Events

$16,681 Collections/
Exhibits
$4,469
Payroll Advertising
$167,005 and PR

$3,776

IT$2,675
Grant

Other

Expenses EXP?“Se
$20,601 (projects)
$3,000

Community Foundation: Ensuring the Future

Howard County Historical Society is the beneficiary of five endowment
funds in the Community Foundation of Howard County. Your gift
through the Community Foundation endowment funds will provide fi-
nancial resources for the society’s mission in perpetuity. To learn more,
contact the Community Foundation of Howard County at 765-454-7298.




Donors to the 2015 “Flame Keepers” Campaign

Leadership ($2,000+)

James Long

Platinum ($1,000-$1,199)

Gold ($500-$999)

Jim Allman
Charles and Patricia Hinders

Silver ($200-$499)

Ted and Paula Goff

Ed and Judy Brown

Mike and Kelly Karickhoff
First Farmers Bank and Trust
Betty Ortman

Larry and Irene Rolland

Bronze ($100-$199)

Milton Beach

Doyle and June Beck

Jim and Jan Briscoe

Bucheri, McCarty and Metz
Karen Burkhardt

Don and Ann Button

H.C. and Mary Ann Byrd
Henry and Phoebe Carter
Omar England

Beryl Etherington

Jack and Carolyn Garrigues
Beryl and Jacqueline Grimme
Glenn and Nancy Grundmann

Friends ($1-$99)

Richard and Betty Alexander
Bill Baldwin

John and Norma Bandelier
Don and Gail Beaton

Joseph Broman

Dave Broman & Joyce Cylkowski
Bill and Sharon Carter

Linda Clark

Weezie Cook

Marion Eller

Harold and Joyce Fields
Garrett and Vivian Floyd
Sandra Grant

The Hingst Family

Friedemann Arnold

Sherry Hord

Ken and Linda Ferries
Jeanette Grau

Mary Ellen Harnish
William and Marty Menges
Sondra Neal

Bill and Jody Harter

Mark and Peggy Hobson
Peggy Hollingsworth

Steve and Pat Johnson

Jay and Marjorie Katzenmeyer
Joan Kellum

Phillip and Diane Knight
Chuck and Doris Lingelbaugh
Wayne and Susan Luttrell
Thomas snd Marsha Maple
Moore Title and Escrow
Jerry and Marcia Nelson
Palmer's Jewelry

Joan Hardesty

Dolores Herman

John and Mary Ann Holmes
Cliff Hunt

Patrick and Kathy Kennedy
Wayne and Jane Kincaid
Reggie and Lois Martin
James and Marty Meck
Larry Newlin

Charles and Gloria Nipple
Fred Odiet

Mary Ann Peabody

Dody Pickett

E.P. Severns

Conrad and Karen Uitts

Dr. Allen Safianow
Edward Trobaugh

Paul and Shelly Wyman
Dr. Don and Deborah Zent

Julia Parrish

Darrell and Jule Rider
Robert and Diana Rostron, Jr.
Randy and Mary Rusch
Bill and Lyn Shirley
Phyllis Stucker

The Windmill Grill
Rheld and Lorina Tate
Thomas Tolen

Jim and Kathy Vega
Harlo and Dixie Westlin
Charlotte Young

Sherry Rahl

Ruth Reichard

Jonathan and Amy Russell
Lynn Smith

David and Carla Summers
Marjorie Herr Swing
Dianne Waggaman
Lonita Williams

Clara Emily Wilson

Jon Paul Wyman

Sophia Wyman
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