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“History never looks like history when you are 

living through it. It always looks confusing and 

messy, and it always feels uncomfortable.” – 

Author John W. Gardner 

 
The adjective “unprecedented” 
has been ubiquitously applied 
to the year 2020 and while that 
description may have become 
tiresome or even redundant, it 
certainly captures the historic 
nature of this extraordinary 
time. 
   And while it has been a con-
fusing … and messy … and 
often uncomfortable time, for 
those of us interested in meeting the mission 
of the Howard County Historical Society, it’s a 
time to be collected and preserved. In that spir-
it, the historical society is developing a project 
to capture and share experiences and artifacts 
about the extraordinary year of 2020 – and we 
need your help as well as input from around 

by Linda Ferries Howard County. 
   “The ‘Voices of Pandemic and Protest’ initiative 
seeks to identify, collect, and preserve stories and 
objects from Howard County community members 
that illuminate their lived experiences relating to 

the social justice movement 
and protests, as well as the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Catherine Hughes, executive 
director of the historical socie-
ty. 
   Local history researcher and 
writer Gil Porter was selected 
to serve as project coordinator. 
The initiative is being funded 
through a grant from the Indi-

Voices of Pandemic and Protest poised to 
gather community’s stories 

 

As part of Voices of Pandemic & Protest 
the HCHS is collecting related objects and 

documents. See page 10 for the latest  
acquisition. 

Continued on page 11 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/524873?ref=history-and-memory
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/524873?ref=history-and-memory
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/524873?ref=history-and-memory
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                                 and the daffodils are lovely 

around the mansion. No, wait, it’s spring and the 

snow is covering everything! What an April it was 

this year. I have been anticipating celebrating my 

first year at the historical society with warmer 

weather, colorful blooms, and the scent of lilacs and 

rhododendrons. Instead, we have been surprised 

with snow, hail, and freezing temps. Such is the 

capriciousness of spring. 

   We will carry on with our preparations regardless. 

We have a lot to do. Stew, Randy, Heather, and I 

are working on Phase 2 of the Howard County Afri-

can American History Revealed exhibition set to 

open June 4. This phase focuses on creating a multi-

dimensional large-scale map of the Carver neigh-

borhood, sharing its history and highlighting vari-

ous individuals and organizations. It requires an 

incredible amount of research and corroboration, 

ensuring the accuracy and veracity of each story. 

Our intrepid Advisory Group has been contributing 

their knowledge and contacts. There remain many 

large and small decisions regarding text, layout, and 

design. I commend our team for their diligence and 

hard work. 

   June begins a busy summer season. In addition to 

the exhibition opening, we have the Juneteenth cel-

ebration on June 19; the 2nd Automotive Scavenger 

Hunt on July 9 and 10 that includes an ice cream 

social; and the wrap-up of the Voices of Pandemic 

and Protest project. 

   As I look back on my first year, I am grateful for 

the support of board members, staff, and volunteers. 

Transitions are always challenging, and include 

glitches and missteps along with triumphs. My tran-

sition has had it all. Still, in the face of Covid-19 

restrictions and illness, and a year of striking dis-

parity and injustice, we have carried on and made 

strides as an organization. Thank you. 

Catherine Hughes 
HCHS Executive Director 

From the director 

Celebrating a year with the Howard County 
Historical Society family 

It’s spring  

15 
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include the addition of track lighting in several 
exhibit rooms, additional lighting for the front 
door cloak room, improvements to the bride’s 
room in Elliott House, and spring clean-up and 
planting on the grounds and flower beds. Work 
under consideration would involve repairs to sev-
eral of the older chandeliers, addition of an inter-
com or PA system, wall repairs in the rear stair-
well, and removal or replanting of the rose gar-
den. Committee members are also participating in 
two major initiatives: planning for a new entrance 
ramp for better accessibility and for repairs to the 
mansion’s deteriorating porte cochere.  
   In the next few years, sidewalk replacement 
around the mansion and new front steps for the 
Elliott House porch will be needed. Looking far-
ther into the future, the long-range plan has given 
the Building and Grounds Committee a key role 
in prioritizing and implementing a series of rec-
ommendations in the 2016 Preservation Plan de-
veloped for the board by RATIO Architects.  
   It’s worth noting that the Building and Grounds 
Committee is only one player in the work of pre-
serving and presenting the history campus for the 
community. It works hand-in-hand with staff and 
other board committees, along with a key partner-

If you missed the  
recent Volunteer  

Recruitment dates, have no 
fear. You can email  

Jill Snyder at 
jill.snyder@howardcountyhistory.org 

or call her at  
765-452-4314.  

Membership 
Our new and renewed memberships 

ship with Howard County government, and a gen-
erous group of donors who provide the financial 
resources to keep the history alive. You can be 
part of that on-going effort, as a committee 
member, volunteer, or donor by contacting the 
society. Learn more at hchistory.org.  

 
 
Editor’s note: Dave Broman has been active in 

the Howard County Historical Society for more 

than 30 years – as member, volunteer, board 

member, and staffer. He retired as the society’s 

executive director last year and recently volun-

teered to share his experience as chair of the 

Building & Grounds Committee. Welcome back! 

Committee Corner 

Continued from page 13 
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Juneteenth honored at Howard County Museum  

his June 19 Howard 

County Historical Society will 

be celebrating Juneteenth, 

recognized as a state holiday 

or special day of observance 

in 45 states, with free entry 

to the museum from 1 to 4 

p.m. The day's name is a 

combination of "June" and 

"nineteenth", commemo-

rating the anniversary date 

of the June 19, 1865 announcement by Union 

Army Major General Gordon Granger, proclaim-

ing freedom from slavery in Texas. It is al-

so known as African American Freedom Day or 

Emancipation Day. While President Abraham 

Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation had official-

ly outlawed slavery in Texas and the other states 

in rebellion against the Union almost two and a 

half years earlier, there was little enforcement of 

the proclamation without troops. Texas was the 

most remote of the slave states with few Union 

troops, so enforcement there had been slow and 

inconsistent before Granger's announcement. It is 

on this date that slavery finally ended across all 

states and territories. 

     Generous sponsors for the day are Dave Du-

bois, REALTOR, The Wyman Group and  Thistle 

Rock Farm.  
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hat is most memorable about 2020? That is a question being asked – of individuals and organi-
zations – around the world. For the Howard County Historical Society, certainly one of the most 

memorable aspects was the transition of the executive director! Dave Broman retired from the position 
and Catherine Hughes was hired in the midst of the pandemic. As the pandemic raged, everyone was 
finding it difficult to manage all the day-by-day changes to the way we live and operate our organiza-
tions, businesses, and homes. One great thing that happened for the historical society is that we – 
board and staff – recognized the increasing need to be relevant and meet the needs of our community 
to still be able to enjoy our historical structures, events, and their membership during the pandemic. 
Our focus shifted on our long-range goals as we asked ourselves if we were truly pursuing the stated 
mission of the Howard County Historical Society: “To collect, preserve, and share the diverse history of 
all the peoples of Howard County.”  
   We went to work. Within the framework of social distancing, sanitizing, and masking, we continued 
meeting with boards, volunteers, and staff via Zoom. Being pushed by the pandemic was one thing, but 
we soon recognized we were still relevant and that we needed to stretch, be intentional, and keep 
moving forward. Within the long-range plan were goals to reach out to our entire community and we 
had added a community relations committee. In response to what has been called a national reckoning 
of racial injustice in our country, we added our statement of community support under the umbrella of 
the American Association for State and Local History. We invited community members to join us in an 
African American Advisory Committee that helped guide our activities. We opened the first of four 
phases of an exhibit titled “Howard County African-American History Revealed” to share stories of indi-
viduals, organizations, and events whose contributions to Howard County development have not been 
included before. 
   Our membership and members of the community at large have been generous in supporting our 
efforts and we are so thankful.   
   As with most organizations, we have been affected by life events that have generated changes in 
board membership. We were sorry to have some long-time members retire or move, but because we 
have a great and diverse resource of community leaders, we have been blessed to add talented new 
board members. Like many organizations, we recognize the need for younger members, as well those 
from different ethnicities and community sectors that are representative of our community. Our new 
members have brought new perspectives and ideas that may increase membership through our greater 
reach in the community. 
   Our long-range plans also included goals of collaboration with other organizations within our commu-
nity and we are currently working with the Douglass School restoration initiative and the Kokomo How-
ard County Public Library through our project “Voices of Pandemic and Protest.”  As we support one 
another, our community will be stronger and our historical records richer. It is often said, “People don’t 
like change.” The pandemic gave us little choice but to change, but I am finding change can work to our 
good! 

Sharon Reed, President  
HCHS Board of Trustees 

W

From the president 

Transition of an organization ... 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Granger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_Proclamation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_(American_Civil_War)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_states
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Phase II of exhibition opens soon 
Howard County African American 
History Revealed 
 

T he second phase of this ongoing exhibit fo-

cus on local African American history opens 

June 4 at the Howard County Museum. 

The public is invited to visit the Seiberling Man-

sion and Museum to discover the long history of 

African Americans in the area.  

Phase II focuses on the Carver neighborhood. The 

centerpiece of this phase is a 3-D map highlighting 

different individuals and organizations in that area 

of Kokomo from the 1950s-70s era. We begin by 

focusing on houses that were listed in the Green 

Book, and men who were associated with the 

Tuskegee Aircorps. There are QR codes to various 

buildings that reveal photos, videos, and other doc-

uments, which visitors can access with their phone. 

The HCHS has been working with a local commu-

nity group of advi-

sors who have 

informed the pro-

cess with their 

experience and 

contacts. They 

have been invalua-

ble.  

The HCHS will be 

rolling out this 

Phase III in the fall, and the final Phase IV in Febru-

ary 2021.   

   The goal is to find ways to incorporate new infor-

mation and objects into the story of Howard Coun-

ty throughout the museum, so that it is seen as not 

separate, but as an integral part of our history.  
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By Dave Broman 
Chair, Building and Grounds Committee 

 
hen the Howard County Historical Society’s 
leadership moved the county museum into the 

Seiberling Mansion in the early 1970s, do you sup-
pose they had any idea how dominant “le grande 
dame” would become? Or how it would become the 
focal point of an entire history campus … and an 
icon of community pride? Their immediate goals 
were to find a home for the museum and its artifacts 
and to save the iconic mansion from the bulldozer 
gang. Certainly, they had dreams, but did they un-
derstand how much of their human and financial 
capital would have to go into the property? 
   They quickly realized that a dedicated group of 
volunteers would be necessary to provide for the 
mansion and grounds and established a committee 
to manage the property and make recommendations 
on the allocation of resources. For 50 years now, the 
role of the Building and Grounds Committee has 
grown as the society has grown. There are now four 
buildings to care for, as well as their associated 
grounds. Fortunately, there are also full-time staff, 
caretaker Bill Baldwin and executive director Cath-
erine Hughes, to handle day-to-day tasks and keep 
the committee and board up to date on conditions, 
problems, and projects. The committee regularly 
inspects the properties, assists and advises the staff, 
provides expertise, and advances the organization’s 
long-range plan. 
   The campus has been the most visible part of the 
historical society’s growth, and the Building and 
Grounds Committee has been in the thick of things. 
From the initial 1971 rehabilitation, to a long series 
of roof repairs and the eventual replacement of the 
historic slate roof, from the interior renovation in 
the 1970s to the Designers’ Show Home in the 
1990s, campus growth has included interior and 
exterior work during Hoosier Celebration ’88, 
grounds design and development, acquisition and 
renovation of Elliott House, renovation of the 
Seiberling Carriage House for the Pioneer Centenni-
al, renovation of the Elliott Carriage House for ar-
chives and offices, and so much more. With that 
expansion has come an increasing need for regular, 
day-to-day maintenance. 

   Among the less obvious roles of the Building and 
Grounds Committee and staff are its behind-the-
scenes work with curatorial staff to provide suitable 
space and furnishings for museum exhibits and arti-
fact preservation, to support events and programs, 
to maintain parking lots, and to care for rental facili-
ties. 
   A few projects from the committee’s 2021 list 

COMMITTEE CORNER  

Porte Cochere needs are clear 
These photographs document the deterioration of the 
wood beams and masonry of the porte cochere, show-
ing clearly why it needs restoration. 

W 
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New HCHS Board of Trustee members begin 

Jia Hardimon-
Eddington is a Kokomo 
native and a proud moth-
er and wife. An alumna of 
Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege Kokomo and Indiana 
Wesleyan University, Jia 
has served as the Surgical 
Technology program 
chair at Ivy Tech Kokomo 
for more than 14 years. 
This year, she is being 
honored with Ivy Tech 
Kokomo’s President’s 
Award for excellence in 
instruction and dedication to Ivy Tech’s mission and 
is the Kokomo Campus’s nominee for the Glenn W. 
Sample Award for Excellence in Instruction, the Col-
lege’s highest honor for faculty. She loves learning 
about history, as well as contributing to and partici-
pating with her local and statewide communities. 

She is looking forward to 
serving on the HCHS 
board.  
 
   Alyssa Pier is finishing 
her last semester at Indi-
ana University Kokomo 
with a double major in 
psychology and art. She 
has been admitted to the 
graduate program for 
museum studies at IUPUI 
for this coming fall. Alyssa 
says she has “loved every 
minute” of volunteering 
for the historical society 

since she began in July 2020. She is an avid Disney 

Jia Hardimon-Eddington 

fan and has a large snow globe collection. She 
enjoys road trips with her family, especially 
when visiting landmarks, small towns, and 
museums.  
 
   Mike Carson is better known as Pastor Mike 
or Pastor Carson, having served African Meth-
odist Episcopal churches throughout Michigan, 
Illinois, and Indiana, 
including Wayman 
A.M.E. here in Ko-
komo, with 37 
years in the Chris-
tian ministry. Now 
retired, he contin-
ues to serve in 
many ways. Long 
active in the Koko-
mo/Howard County 
community, he is a 
columnist for the 
Kokomo Tribune; 
has served as a 
chaplain for the 
sheriff’s department, a local hospital, and the 
Kokomo Fire Department, as well as a victim 
assistance specialist and probation officer; has 
taught physical fitness at the YMCA; and 
served as an adjunct instructor at Ivy Tech and 
IU Kokomo. He is taking an active role in the 
HCHS’s Community Relations Committee.   

Alyssa Pier 

Michael Carson 
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Why was The Green Book green? 

It was simple. It was named after its 
author, Victor Hugo Green, a postal 
carrier in Harlem. He first published 
the guide in 1936 to help Black 
Americans travel without fear, 
offering travel tips, advice and ex-
tensive listings on where to get ser-
vice and where to avoid. His guide 
stood out from several others. It 
was for sale in Esso stations, owned 
by Standard Oil, which served all 
people. Green offered his advice in 
a general tone of helpfulness and 
even humor, avoiding overt accusa-
tions of racism. 
 

Was this necessary everywhere? 

Both northern and southern states in the USA restricted where Black 

Americans could seek recreation or services until the 1960s. There 

were “sundown towns” throughout the north and south that warned 

Black Americans off the streets after dark. The state of Indiana had 

documented sundown towns, some into the 1970s. The Green Book 

showed where they were welcome at Black-owned as well as White-

owned businesses.  

Come and see the exhibit Howard County African American History 

Revealed and find out where homes listed in The Green Book were 

located in the Carver neighborhood of Kokomo. For more information 

on The Green Book’s history, you can go to: https://

www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/history-green-

book-african-american-travelers-180958506/. 

Find Kokomo’s link to 
historic Green Book 

Victor H. Green 
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On the trail of Kokomo’s Caldwell Connections 
———————————————————————————————— 

By Gil Porter 

Howard Caldwell Jr. was a well-known, well-traveled and well-respected Indiana broad-
cast journalist who passed away in 2017. A recently discovered family archive has re-
vealed that his father, Howard Senior, had a fascinating and unique connection to Koko-
mo history. Watch for a future installment in Footprints that will feature details about 
life in Kokomo, circa 1918, based on information in the family correspondence from the 
time. But here is the beginning of the story … 
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The partnership between GM and Ventec to 

build ventilators gained nationwide attention. 

The local GM plant was a regular feature on na-

tional news programs and garnered a visit from 

Vice President Mike Pence in April. 

President Donald Trump, who ordered GM to 

build the ventilators in March under the Defense 

Production Act, called Kokomo a “great place” 

during his daily briefing on the COVID-19 pan-

demic, and praised the company for using its 

Kokomo plant to make ventilators. 

The company said in November it was “winding 

down production in Indiana” and that it would 

close by the end of the month, citing weakening 

demand for ventilators.  

Voices of Pandemic & 
Protest Poised  

ana Historical Society. 
   Members of the historical society’s Oral History 
Committee are contributing time and expertise 
to the project as well. The intended goal for the 
first part of the ongoing project will be to create 
a platform that can be used to collect, store, and 
make available information relating to the pro-
tests and the pandemic events. 
   “This project will provide future researchers 
and community members the ability to look back 
and understand this historic moment from a va-
riety of perspectives,” Dr. Hughes said. 
   According to Hughes, the centennial of the 
1918 influenza epidemic and its related cover-
age, reviewed so recently, has prompted many 
history organizations to start gathering data 
about the coronavirus pandemic even while we 

are still dealing with its effects. Plus, the ability for 
everyone to record and share their experiences 
through social media and other ways allows for a 
unique approach to the events of 2020. 
   “This will be an ongoing activity,” Porter said. 
“The goal of the project is to create a platform and 
a way to collect data that the historical society can 
use to continue helping the community share its 
stories.” 
   For Facebook users, the platform’s “Memories” 
feature may be bringing up posts from last year 
that serve as reminders of what was happening 
and how we were feeling as the pandemic devel-
oped. “Posts, photographs, recorded interviews 
and videos – all these can contribute to an archive 
that will allow historians in the future a glimpse 
into the real-life significance of these global events 
on individuals from our community,” he added. 
   The Kokomo-Howard County Public Library has 
generously shared its Digital Den and other re-
sources with the HCHS for this project. We appre-
ciate them as a community partner. 
The project seeks stories and objects from people 
of all walks of life in order to capture as full a rec-
ord of 2020 as possible for the HCHS archives, and 
potential exhibits.  
   If you or someone you know would like to share 
their story, contact the office at 765-452-4314 or 
info@howardcountymuseum.org.  

Continued from page 1 

Consider applying to be a member of 
the HCHS Board of Trustees. 
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Recent Acquisitions: Star Wars character 
visits the Historical Society? 

t may look like a Star Wars character but this is 

one of Howard County’s contributions against 

COVID-19. 

   As part of its Voices of Pandemic and Protest 

project, the Howard County Historical Society is 

actively seeking artifacts for our COVID-19 Collec-

tion. While it was far from easy to acquire, one of 

the key items the historical society has collected 

so far is this ventilator made in Kokomo by 

Bothell, Wash.-based Ventec Life Systems to meet 

the nation’s urgent need for critical care medical 

devices to support patients seriously ill with 

COVID-19.  

   The donation includes a custom-made stand 

and a partial hook-up kit. While only a shell and 

not a complete unit, the unit is representative of 

a fully working ventilator. Ventec partnered with 

General Motors to use a portion of the GM Com-

ponent Holdings plant here to make 30,000 of 

these units. They closed up shop after their con-

tract was fulfilled in late 2020, on time and on 

budget. Ventec called it “the fastest, largest in-

crease in production of critical care ventilators in 

history. ... At its peak, the partnership produced 

80 times Ventec’s previous monthly production, 

producing one ventilator every seven minutes.” 

   The Kokomo Tribune included this synopsis in its 

year-end review of 2020: 

 

Ventec, GM make ventilators 

On Oct. 31, local workers shipped out the last ven-

tilators from the Kokomo General Motors Compo-

nents Holdings plant to the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, fulfilling the $489.4 

million contract awarded to the company in April. 

In just 154 days, workers produced 30,000 Ventec 

Life Systems ventilators from inside the GM facili-

ty to add to the U.S. Strategic National Stockpile. 

The effort ensured hospitals around the nation 

had access to the life-saving machines during the 

COVID-19 outbreak. 

Workers cheered as they packed up the final load 

of ventilators, which were signed by employees 

and staff at the plant. 

By Randy Smith,  
Assistant Curator 
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